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. As early as Ma& 719A61, President Kenned'}? | & A request Lo the Soviet Union|
-had approvgd covert actions against Communist |in May, 1965, asking them to),
forces In Indochina, including the dispatch of inform Hanoi that the Umtcld
"agents into the North and infiltration of special ; gtat%‘? .Wof\}ld tgelr\lfpotl arily halt
-South Vietnamese forces into Laos, the Boston | 22:301“%6610? Thele‘in(?r\]rliaesl;:
Globe said today as it began pubhshm;g stories ; fe-mse 4, the Globo sail beewies
based, it said, on controversial secret Ientagonir they fell. China would charge col.
papers. ‘ K lic for the lusion with the United States.
. The Globe sald it was making public or the:. _ o
first time “the roles of the Kennedy administra~ Agents Dispatched
" tion in the escalation of the war.” ‘i(‘ Alt‘h(r)ll‘lghl Kennedy trfejectt)ed
In addition, the newspaper said that as Pres~ Gen. Taylor's reques or the
ident Johnson was deciding in 1968 not to seek 8,000-man ground ‘fonfe, the
" a second term, he also was concluding that the ﬁIObe Sfllld the \S/Eydyl sho;»]ed”tltalat
U.8. should reduce its troop commitment in a _as catly as May 11, 1861, the
Ticyv simi t President Nixon would President had approved
P,O %]Tc%i:&lgllgirzaﬁgm\lvha residen ‘ -+ ;programs for covert action
ca ' o “which had been recommiended
Cites “Public Interest”

"by.a Vietnam Task Force,
The Globe sald some documents from the

Among these were: Dispatch

1967 Pentagon study were “made available” to Of’ 1_8{-3;ent_s i}nto Nc;rt-h zic'tnax1;;_
it. The paper said it “came by this material ang taflt éﬁvhlc% xfilli!a%pmé ‘ana';}éfegi«ls‘;
-we feel it is in the public interest to publish it. crows; infiliration of  special
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in being able to cventually con-
clude the war and ‘“although it
had been predicted, took the
US. command and the U.S.
public by surprise and its
strength, length, and intensity
prolonged this- shock. ]

At this point, the study says
the Joint Chiefs of Staff recom-
mended rejection of requests
for. additional combat troops
case of domestic disorders,
were becoming strained.

The Globe quoted the
Pentagon analyst as saying:

“The possibility of military
victory had seemingly become
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too high both in political and
economic terms. Only then was

it realized that a clear-cut mili-|

lary victory was probably not
possible or necessary. . ..”

~_The New York Times, which first printed ma-
terial from a 47-volume, $2.5-million study com-
Inissioned by then-Secretary of Defense Robert
5. McNamara, and the Washington Post both are

continuing to seek court sanction to Tun further

~articles from the study. ,

The Justice Department, which inoved againstlprcss conference and said that|

the Times and Post, is investigating to see if the
: 'Glob@ has secret papers. “If 50,
a spokesman said, the govern-
-ment- would move in federal
‘court to block further publica-
tion by the Globe. :
- In addition to Johnson’s de-
‘cision to reduce U.S, troops in
South Vietnam the Globe’s story
today also covered:
Pretext Offered
‘0' A recommendation to Pregi-
'dent Kennedy from Gen. Max-
-well B. Taylor, then U.S. Am-
;‘bassador to Saigon, in October,
1961, that 8,000 ground combat
troops be sent into Vietnam
nder pretext of flood control.
.:The Globe said the study said
Taylor noted that thig might in-
crease world tension ahd widen
the “war.  Kenuedy, however,
irejected the recommendation,
& “On June 2, 1964, McNamara
'in a meeting of top administra-
tion officials in Honolulu dis-
cussed possible use of nuelear
weapons in  Vietnam, Adm.
Harry D. Felt, commander of
U.S. forces in the Pacific, open-
ly advocated that American

Scuth Vietnam forces into Laos 4/
to locate and attack Communist
bases; conduct of overflights of
North Vietnam for loaflet drops. |

On Febh. 14, 1962, President|
Kennedy discussed Vietnam at a

President Ngo Dinh Diem hadl
asked for more assistance. The
administration, he said, had de-
tailed the support which the
“Viet Minh in the North were
giving to this Communist insur-
gent movement and we have in-
creased our assistance there.:

And we are supplying logistical
assistance, transportation assist—!
ance, training, and we have a
namber of Americans who are
taking part in that offort,” ',
The Globe noted that
“Kennedy did not mention the
‘Taylor recommendation for a
U,E}. task force or whether the
United States was considering
one.” ' :
“President Kennedy stepped
up covert actions against North
Vietnam and increased the num-
ber of (U.S.) advisers Lo 16,000
men before he was assassinated
.« 7 but never commitied “g
United States ground unjt as
‘Taylor rccommended,”
According to the Globe, the
:Tet offensive of January, 1968
I'shook Washington’s confidence
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